Ma ny people do not realise
that industrial hemp is

nothing new, that is has been
proved that it was the fiest crop
cultivated by man for fibre and
that its extensive use can be
tracked through nearly every
culture and civilisation. Itis
only in the past century that this
enarmously beneficial plant has
been criminalised, and its use
banished to the marginalised
outer edge of society,
Hemporinm was founded
i 1956 by Duncan Parker and
Alistair Maclean who were then
students at UCT, with me, Tony
Budden, joining soon after
te help with marketing and
general hemp activism. The
first order of material arrived
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new range of environmentally
responsible urban survival gear
was launched together with an
educational concept store in
Constantia Main Road. We use
this space to retail our products,
as well 25 to educate consum-

titude towards hemp, There

are how over 3o industrialised
nations that have a legitimised
industrial hemp industry. [n
1956 hemp was only grown in
the ex-communist countries
who ebviously didn’t have listen

industrial strains being very low
in THC, the psychoactive com
pound prized in dagga, and
therefore they have novalue as
adrmug,

There has been a concerted
effort by the hemp industry to
reinforce this by separating the
industrial and psychoactive
uses and educating customers
about the difference.

What this has done is allowed
hemp to enter into the main-
SLrEam COnSWMEr Conscions-
ness. It has elevated from being
an “alternative” product being
used by these wishing to make
a statement or be different to
one being sought out by those
who have realised that changes
needed to be made ta the way we

from Chinz in May 1996 and a
range of bags and clothing was
developed during the course

of the year, distributed in Cape
Town mainly through The
Hemp Shopin Long Street and
through s wider range of outlets
in Gauteng and even Windhoek,

Hemparium was promoted
by many loyal hempathiz-
ers who generously agreed to
promete the company through
the use of car bumper stickers.
Many activists alse marched on
Parliament in early 1597 in an
attempt to educate people about
the difference between mari-
juana and hemp.

Hemporium took a break
from early zooo, while we fol-
lowed alternative interests, until
mid 2003 when Duncan and
mysell decided to again devote
our time t¢ the hemp industry,
Alistair is currently in the Far
East working on other projects.

After along period of
rescarch and development, our

Building materials 12 hemp chiphoard, hempsime cament and heenp fibre reinferced
parelling are examples of hemg based building matesials. Twine Hemp fibee has long beea
prizest feor its strength and durability and uzed in twines and ropes. COCase This CO case
{s made using hemp plastic. Hemp has the patential to regplace many petra-chemical plas-
tlcs. [See wweahemplpastic.cam for more,] Plant pot Hemp stalk and nsbural resing are
corpressed ta miake various prodocts from car dear panels bo bio-dagradzble plant pots,

ers. We have 2 hemp lounge
where everything is made using
hemp and hemp literature and
samples can be seen, We also
opened the adjoining Parks Café
where we are introducing hemp
nutrition by using the seeds and
oil in some of the food. The seats
are covered with hemp fabric,
and even the menu is printed on
hemp paper.

Originally we used hemp in
pur products for its obvious
physical and environmental
benefits and coupled this with
the unique marketing angle
of it being a renegade product,
something that was the victim
of an injustice. Our imitial
customers mostly consisted
of nan-conformist hippics
and the stonerjwear-what-you-
smoke market who were already
educated shout the benefits of
hemp and wanted to show their
SUpPOTL.

But aver the last 1o years
much has changed in the at-

re America and its demonisa-
tion of the plant, and France,
whao pride themselves in never
bowing down to the States and
continued to grow and recog-
nise the usefulness of hemp.

Since then Canada, Germany,
Australia, New Zealand, United
Kingdom and many more have
recognised the many benefits
of this plant and realised the
irrationality of banning all the
beneficial industrial strains
hecause certain straing can be
abused,

Mot one of these countries
has reported any negative im-
pact on their drug markets singe
the reintroduction of a legiti-
mate industrial hemp indus-
try. This has been done by the
enforcement of the reality that
industrial hemp and its narcotic
cousin, marijuanafdagga are
different and should be
treated as such. The strains
are different and are valued for
different properties with the
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use our resources if we want our
planet to survive, It is now being
released from the dogroa that
has been fed to us, and is valued
for its versatility, durability and
organic and sustainable grow-
ing practices.

Another important process
we are secing is the develop-
ment of technology regarding
processing and utilisztion of
hemp. From the 1930's to the
1990's, there was very little
technological advancement
within the hemp industey If
vou consider how much every
other industry developed during
this period, you can realise the
technological lag that hemp is
currently coming out of. With—
many industrialised nations
now having access to the raw
material, exciting progress is
being made and new markets
are being developed.

Take the following twio ex-
amples: One of Canada's premier
hemp companies, Hemprown,
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is currently working with the
Canadian governments on a new
process for removing the fibre
from the stalk. Traditionally
this s done by a 2 week retting
period where natural bacteria
eat away the lignin that glues
the fibre onto the stalk. They
are now develaping an enzyme
that will be able to eat away the
lignin on the same day the stalk
is harvested, totally eliminating
the retting process and produe-

ing single fibres up to 3 metres
long. They are calling this pro-

cess “Crailar”™, In Australia a new

product called Hempstone is
being developed using a process
called Zelfo. Basically it trans-
torms hemp fibre, cellulose and
water into a liquid format that

can be sprayed over 3 mould and

will set hard taking on simmilar
propertics to hardwaod. Here

in South Africa we are making
some good progress with re-

gards ta legislation change and
the development of the industry,
but it 15 still carly days,

Ome very promising project
is called *Grow your own house”
using hemp and hopefully

sponsored by a French company

using the cathon credit system,
This praject is being champi-
oned by the National Organic
Produce Initiative,

Hempaorium is one of the
founding members of a Section
21 company, the Western Cape
Hemp [nitiative, and we aim to
educate about hemp's potential
and help promaote legislation
change. We see our role as being
crucial in the development of
markets for industrial hemp, so
that when we do have raw prod-
uct available, there are custom-
ers willing and eager to use it.

We believe thatin the
Western Cape, after the primary
muarket for the fibre, the two
best applications for hemp will
be in housing and nutrition,
Hemp hurds (the stalk) mixed

with lime and ash forms a natu-
ral cement that petrifies over
time and can be used in nearly
all building applications. The
hemp seed is a super-tood that
containg all the essential fatty
and amino acids as well as being
high in a very good protein,
Globulin Edestin, It is extremely
beneficial as a supplement, es-
pecially in the case of a nutrition
Blocking disease such as TR,

Hemporinm will continue
touse clothing and accessories
asa vehicle to educate and pro-
mate the use of hemp, and are
committed toa healthy future
for Scuth Africa that benefits
from environmentally sustain-
able housing, nutrition and job
creation that industrial hemp
can offer. We are very excited to
see the growth in the erganic
and natural markets, and the
corresponding demand driven
changes in (arming practices
that will benefit not only the
customers, but the planet asa
whole. (#
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The House of Hemp Pty Ltd,
(hoh) is a South African company
founded with a vision to promote
the preduction and marketing of
hemp.

Al its inceptian, hoh was a
department within Hooked on
Hernp SA Ltd, 2 black-owned
company founded in 1998 to
explore existing business ap-
partunities in the global hemp
industry, Hooked an Hemp was
founded by me in partnership
with six other entrepraneurs, I
started research on hemp at the
age of 13, when while [ was walk-
ing home with two of my friends
from the Soweto Saturday Schoaol
Far Gifted Childran whan vwe
passed a group of tsotsis smaoking
some dagga inacorner. One of
my autspoken (hends said: “Sies
it tsuba matekwane (disgusting
they are smoking dope]® and
ane of the tsolsis retorted, saying
“stupid girlif only you knew that
this is the wealth of Africa; it can
feed, clothe and shelter us, This

thing makes very nice clothes, "
and Twas hooked; thus began
my research in hemp. The fact
that dagga was fllegal in South
Africa did not deter my interests
but instead stimulated me to
research further on the contro-
versial plant.

Wihile pursuing rmy MSCin
mathematics at the University

of Capa Town [ got linked with
Professor Atmes and a studant
called Arthur Phaswana {(now a
pilot with SAAY and we started
a research project called ancient
hamp. Here I discovered that
while cannabis was outlavwed in
most countries during the 13z0s
thera was renewed worldwide
interast in the cultivation of a
harmless type of the dagga plant,
knowwn as hernp,

In 1598 while studying far my
MBA at the Richmond Univer-
sity in London, the Body Shop
launched their successful hemp
range which prompted me Lo
start my own NEMp company

In zo01 Minister Ben Mgubane [Department of Arts, Craft, Science
Mamase (EC Department of Agriculture) officially launched the HOH shop in central Johannesburg.
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as part of realising my dream
of making hemp a force to be
reckoned with in South Africa. 1
joined forces with James Wynne
of the South African Hemp Com-
pany and wrote a proposal to the
naticnal department of agricul-
ture about hemp in South Africa.
After obtaimng my MBA
degree, cum laude, fram tha
Richmeond University in Lendaon, [
Lurrad down numeraus attractive
joh offers, opting instead to use
the valuable knowledge on hemp
which T accumulated to set up
Hooked on Hemp. I approached
six ather black peapla who also
had done some rezearchin hemp

and Technology) and MEC Max
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