September 29, 2007

Rock goes carbon-neut

The Daisies festival shoots

info its second vear alming at
more than just music. Dubbed
“Play friendly, go green”, it offers a
fine outdoor line-up of local and
national bands, but is also striving
to educate party-goers about envi-
ronmental issues —and to be a “car-
bon-neutral” event,

Being held at Cloof Wine Estate
near Darling this year, Rocking The
Daisies is the first “green” music
festival in South Africs, using
emvironmentally friendly products
and practices, The organizers, Com-
plete Events, will also address the
inevitable carbon emissions of
stich a festival by planting trees to
offset its carbon footprint. The
spark for the inaugural festival,
held in 2006, was partly inspired by
the: West Coast flower season and a
green festival is a logical extension.

“Tony Budden {co-owner of
Hemporium) is passionate about
evervthing green,” says event man-
ager and co-founder Brian Little,

“He opened our eves to the
opportunity of putting together a
music festival that showeases the
wavs in which we can all translate
environmentally friendly and sus-
tainable practices into real life. We
decided to run the festival using
sustainable practices, from small
things like tickets printed on
renewable hemp paper and the issu-
ing of biodegradable soaps to
campers, to larger elements liking
striving to achieve a carbon newtral
balance where carbon emissions
for all aspects of staging the festival
are kKept to a minimum."

But are the Cape’s musiclovers
and partv-goers ready for a4 green
festival?

“The organisers were clearly
ready,” savs Budden. “It's about the
knock-on effect: even if only a hun-
dred of the people who go to the fes-
tival take home a couple of the
Aspects that we're showeasing, then
that's a positive change. It's about
influencing people to think a little
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@ Newcomer poprockers JacSharp are one of the acts at the Rocking the Daisies festival this weekend

bit more and wonder whether, if
we're going to such lengths, they
shouldn't be doing something too.

“There is an international trend
at festivals — Glastonbury and Read-
ing are starting to make changes.
We have an amazing chance with a
fairly new festival to make a visible
difference."

Budden should know He started
Hemporium 11 yvears ago and has
seen a marked shift in public inter-
est. “When we started, it was the
counter-culture market. People

were most interested in hemp

because of its connetations of being

similar to a plant that can be
smoked. In the past three or four
yvears, the market has changed; peo-
ple realise this iz a resource that
does not need pesticides, herbicides
or chemical fertilizer; it's a renew-
able resource from which you can
get clothing, housing, food, textiles”

Music-wise, European festival
regegae hits Tidal Waves (Gauteng),
pop-rock sensation Love Jones
{(Jhh/Drb) and our own Bed On
Bricks, Goldfish, Rory Eliot and
Max Mormal played last night, but
weekend patrons or day-trippers
can still enjoy tonight’s headliners

in the form of South African hMusis
Award "Best Rock™ winners Cas
sette (Thb), sglobetrotting indie
rockers The Dirt Skirts, Afro-ski__
pioneers The Rudimentals and
hard 'n heavy up-and-coming band;
Taxi Violence and 12th Avenue
rounding off with Balkanology I
TobyviaShoas and also DI Lapse.
Today's music starts at 10an
with three-piece Nungarin, Rock
ing The Daisies veteran rockabill:
inmovators Three Bored Whil
Guys, left-handed funk-rocker
South Paw and modern rock fow
piece Shy Guevaras sees the retur



=

510
A5
fie-
cka
i
nds
e,
r DI

A
nek-
nilly
hite
Kers
four-
1T

Fa

of reggae stalwart Rasthamie and
The Warriors and features new-
comer pap rockers JaeSharp, who
seq their slotat the festival as more
than just another Fig.

JacSharp vocalist and key-
boardist Juliet Harding says: “We
try to do as much as possible to help
the environment. In our pand room,
we've done the sound-proofing with
recycled epg boxes! they work
acoustically so that the neighbours
don't have to listen o drums and
guitars all the time, and they fit in
with our wish to recycle.

The young four-plece band has
further heen forced to examine its
principles: “We gol offered free
recording time in a new studio
that's been built, Amankola in Wyn-
perg. They had a toxic resin on all
the wood they'd varn ished. We had
to say we weren't going to record
there until they had removed it and
resealed it. It eost them a hit of
money, but we're glad we did it and
so are they' says Harding.

Music tomorrow continues with
a line-up worthy of the hour's drive
to Darling: jazz innovators and be-
bop re-visitors Restless Matives
start proceedings {10am), with the
Boulevard Blues Band, segueing
into the reggae of 7th Son and the
festival closing with perennial pop-
rock favourites Flat Stanley (2prmk

The festival includes comedy
hours with David Newton, Mark
Palmer and Paul Snoderass {Sat,
Apm) and Nik Rabinowitz, Ndumiso
Lindi and Martin Evans {Sun,

11am) and MCs Brendan Murray
and Martin Kintu. Creature coml-
forts are handled by the Hempo-
rium Village with stalls way above

e sl boerewors roll and chips:

think Gourmet Burgern Moodle-
hosch and Rafiki's, wine tastings of
the Cloof range, day-care facilities,
craft market and, for those without
tents ar disinclined to camp, & VP
tent” village called the HKreef Hotel.

® Rocking The Daisies ends
tomortow at Cloof Wine Estate,
Darling (full tickets E295 pre-
booked/ /350 door; Saturday only
Rio5/R225; Sunday only R75/RT5,
children under 12 free. Tickets from_
Rafiki’s, Hemporium and Levi's
shops; details and online hookings
vizit RockingTheDaisies.com. Also
spR WWW 2L com



