ost people, upon hearing obout the
mulfifude of uses of the hemp plant,
think that iF's something that has re-
cently been discovered and wonder
i W e why we aren’t using it everywhere,

Wihat moany don't realiss s that hemag ord man havs
an extremealy Dng symbiclic bistery In fzct hemg, knonen
in ather languages as asa, hanf, haoms, chanvre, bhong,
conorno, kannoal or cannalzs. 5 Thought o oe cre of the
ediiest plants cultvated for the production of textils fi-
barers

It wias only during the last cenftury thet cannclzis hemo
Wids Cssocioted with ifs narcotic cousin manjuana, and
therefore bannad in mary counties. For 8 000 wears or
more before that it was the worlc’s largest cgriculiural
crofz. producing the mojornity of our flbre, pocer faonic,
hghting ol and meadicines, as well as food il and proaksin
fexr Eroathy biarmicins and animals,

It oppears from histarical evidence that hemp originct-

ad in canirol Asg, baetwean the Himolayas and slbearia,
and then spread throogn the migrafion of man e all cor-
riers f the earth,

Fere 8OO veerrs o mpare fefire fhat 8 v e weorkd s laeges! agricaltueal ¢

IN BRIGHT
FUTURE WE CAN'T
FORGET THE PAST

The incrediole diversity and usefulnass of the haemp plant
accelerated its spread To almast every conlingsl andg cul-
fure, Becouse ol its strength and durctzility as o folbric and
cord. it was used almest exclusively n tha sails and ngging
of the ships thot left Burope to explars the world.

Wherewer the sxplorgs landed, hemp wos one of the
first seeds they oropogofed. Oz it grew so guicky and
codld mest so many of thair requirements for clolhing,
foodd and fuel Hemp soon spread from Eurcpe to North
and Szuth Armariza in the 153005, and af a lofer stags o
Australio, whare many peocle survived o famins in fhe
180C: oy eating hemp sead as protein and hamp leowes
s rowghage.

Hemp contirued to floursh oand mest many o the
rneads of the coonialists until the middle of the TS cen-
tury. when new lropical ikres ware introduced. the oetro-
chamicol age began, steamships replaced scils ond The
toxic sulpnur and chlorine crocessas 1o moks pooer from
wond pulp were developed.

Hemig conbinued as animportant agricutural crap until
the 1930s, whean naw machinery was invented to break The
nemp, process the flbre and comvert fhe hurds infa pagern,

HI15

rigr, gl iy the mgiforiy of cur fthre, paper, fabeic, Hghring off

el meediviees, as wel! g food oid ol peoiein e ol wemeny andd animels,
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Tnis draywe the attention ot synthetic
fibre oroducers (nylon had just baen
mvented) ond the papsr and oot
ion jndustry magnales. who believed i
that they stocd 1o lose billions of dal- B
s If hermp's commercial potential §
wias fully exploitad,

They ware largely responsicle for
ihe ‘resfar madness” propagenda
campaian that in 1937 resullad in the
outlowing of this natural fibre, thus
destroving Thenr naturcl competificr.
They achisved thiz by dermaonising
ond outiawing the narcctic mori-
ltana and thersby banishing the en-
firz connaks family, including hermp
gnd its mary thaousands of legitirrate
15es,

Growing automobiles from the |
soil

It wzs cround this limae thor Hanry
Brd invented o oo fwcwewlhemp- 4
coroig/ o shimi) thot had o body
made of hemp composites and ran
L on hemp fusl, inan attermet to fulfil fs
L dream of “groswing autamciziles from
Lthe scil. But since hemp was onned
Lo the fime, and the petrozchemical
nduaTry wos moking great advances,
L ool was soon The pravailing fuel for
Emctor veniclas, a move tThal has cost
e planat deary and wil confinue fo
Lo 5o until we move ook To emeron-
bmenlally-responsilzle fusl sourtos.
Atew yeors later, during the Second
Warld \War, the legizslafion was again
L chonged when the Jopansss cul off
the supolies of Mania hemz needsd
for Jniforms ong repes. The US De-
cartfmant of Agriculture then pramol-
ed hermp agein, with a filrr "Hermo far
Victory' tThor urged farmers to grow
ihe crop to maet the dermands for
fibre, After this rief returm lo fowour,
hemp wios ogoin bonnod In 19558, as it is in e USA o this
o,

The UE&'s abttuds fowords harmp bas influsnced many
Cother countries to adopt similan legislation, Porm of the USa's
criteric far forgign aid 5 the dismantling of ke recaiving
country’s drug industry, Since hemp ard manuong are
gman af lha somea by the LS govormment, o herme industry
would ey cry country aooess to valuab'e forsign cid,
- Despita this. mcry countrizs howe recanthy recognised
femas patential cnd ite walue a3 an envircnmentally re-
| iponsile crop, More than 30 nations, inclacing England.,
franze, Sermany. Chinag ond Conada now hove o egol
nemz indugiry. anc many more are undaertaking ressarch
0 move foweards o changs i legiskation

Altnough herne has lest Gut or necrly o caenlury of teck
nological and market developmant, fommers and ous -
nessas are radizcovering its incrediBle potentio across 1he
planet. As harnp reseorch and culivaiion resumes, many
more Uses for it will e developad,

The search is o for citernarnives 10 pashicide-gresdy Cof-
fon, fovest-destroyving poper war-genaating and polluting
pelrocherricals, and nutrifionaly cevoid wesrem diets

Affhough remip s only part of tThe saluticn, many Delieve
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that it is the anly known renewasle notural rescurce that
can rmeae! nearky 2l our requirements 1o move Dack foa
healibier, areenar plansr

Here in South Africa there nave baen many resecrnch i
als over tha last & yvears Alfhough we have [dentified in-
dustrial hemp straing that grow well in our climate, we sl
foace the major sturmbling Blecs that is the Depariment of
Health's refusal 1o acknowledge the differerce betwesan
loted THE inclustricl remip straing anc hign IHC Marijuana/
Dagge srains.

Ihings are pragressing though. and the hemp cause 3
sotharing supoort fram within the govarmment, incliding
the Departrmant of Agriculture and the Departrment of En-
vironmentol Affairs ang Developrmeant,

With an indugiey thar can offer so mush with ragards 1o
Job crealion, hausing, nutnfion and fuel we canonly hope
thizat this crmazing plant i@ seon given the opporiunily o
orove 1ts claim to be o part of the seluhion to soving tThe
clanst.

Tope Buaddion
Pl amere ipfociusion. aved fo dew vonr support foe tlie bewgr cvane
Alecise Vi wwa i o o e Hemporinm Jaeship siors ar
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