You've probably heard
about wearing hemp
(everyone wore it in
the old days), but what
about bamboo designher
gear? Is it just the latest
in idiotic fashions or is it 4
a sign of the times and
changing priorities? Chris
Erasmus takes a closer
look at this trend.
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% 0 sustainabilicy has hit the fashien ramp
wand wil be on show st the Natural &
/ Organic Products Extubilion in late Octaber
em 0f ranges made from various natural
h as cotton, hemp and even bamboo, We
that really oood cottgn maxes fantastic
;q, cool in summer and warm in wintes, as
25 the most luxurious of bedding, Sut what
ik femp or bamboo?

eve spoken about hemp in this publication
L Itis one of the fastest-growing renswable
[fiores out there znd is responsible m many
for our modern world, having provided
'fran.;e of products in the pre- @nd esrly-
al erzs when man-made fabrics and fibres
=il Lo be nwented. Back then, evernsone
linen, cottan, waal ar hemp — the Afrikaans
i for @ shirt being derived from the name of
fibre from which almeost all workman's
ere woven. Without hemg there wouldn't
Been an e@ of szil (ropes and szilciobh
seing made from this planl’s particularly
nd sea-resistant long-strand fibres), and
eefore our modern industrial era would have,
B lezst, been much-delayed.

oing Back o hermp in the 21° century
AN enormous ameount of sense, providing
@ sngle plant 2 huge range of products,

Hhural firaes prove pooular on b rumwy,

Conscious Industries

For many people the word hemp conjures up negative feelings
associated with drug use and counter-culture activities. What is
not realised is that this association is the result of dogma that
has been fed to us over the past century and that industrial hemp
is actually very bensficial both to humanity and the planet. Tony
Budden reports.

or thousands of years hemp was one of the primary crops grown by man for

fibre and nutrition. s use can be found and tracked in nearly every culture and
civilisation where | was utiised for clothing. sails, ropes, i, ighting el food and
paper, 15 hislory is extensie.

Than in 1937, at a time when synthetic fibres anc pesticide-needy cotten werg
gaining popularity, a concerted propaganda campaign was un by the Hearst
paper corporation, Dupont (recent introducers of MNylon) and othars agsinst their
competition, hemp. They did this by using marijuana. the psychozsctive cousin of
industrial hemp. The US congress succumbed to this oropaganda and barnad the
sntirs carnabis plant including all its legitimate usss. Even the semantics of calling
hermp mariuana’, a Mexican word, was using racial prejudices 10 help gst the plant
criminalisec. The ban remained in efact until 1842 when the US entersd Waorls War
Il &na there was a sudden need for fibre for ropes and unilorms. The ban was lifted,
with the US Mavy even producing a shar ilm entiled ‘Hempo for Victory'. After the
war ended hemp was again outlawed and remains so today. Bs this anolher case of
big industry praventing us fom using safe and natural alternatives?

Fortunately things are changing and thare are now aver 30 industrialised
natons that have legitimate hemp industies. The US is still the main country thatl
maintains the ban, bul even there we are seeing developments with a kil that would
allowe for industial hemp to be grown in California awaiting approval on Governor
arni Schwarzsnegoar's desk, We will zee if hemg can do the ulimats 1 be back'.
Hara in Sa we have had industrial hemp trials for the past 173 years. There are severzl
exciing projects undervay that could jump-start The industry a2 s00n as we have
worked through the legislative issues. The fears of the government that hemp helds
wauld be used to hide cannabis are complately unfounded, Most industnal hemp
strains have a THE content of less than 0.3%, while cannabiz typically has between
5% and 15% THC content in the flowsrning heads. Incustrial heme has absolutely no
value 25 a peychoactive drug, and law enforcement can be trained to recagnize the
differance betwaan it and 1the narcotic varisty by sight.

Hemp is grown very differently to cannabis. Fiore strains are planted wary cloge
together causing compeatiion for ight and leading to long thin plants up o 4m high,
Thz prizad filves are found in the stals. Hemp orown for seed will have male plants
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